Biology Syllabus 

E-mail ~ Tracy.Chase@k12.sd.us

Website ~ http://mrstracychase.yolasite.com/
Room 351

School # 425-2264

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

Biology means the study of life.  Biology students will study what living organisms are, and the organisms’ similarities and differences. Students will investigate how all living organisms interact with each other and their environment. The students will also learn how scientists work, the scientific method, so that they could look at a problem objectively, and make intelligent decisions concerning scientific issues.

UNITS OF STUDY
	1. What is Biology?

2. Ecology

3. Cellular Biology 

4. Genetics 

5. Viruses, Bacteria, Protists, & Fungi


	6. Plants

7. Invertebrates

8. Vertebrates 
9. The Human Body

 


MATERIALS (REQUIRED DAILY)
I. Textbook: Biology, The Dynamics of Life. Glencoe/McGraw-Hill (2004) 

II. Three ring binder with a separate section for handouts, tests, and quizzes. 
III. Gateway TabletPC or Fujitsu
IV. Notebook or loose leaf paper 

V. Black or blue pen and pencil 

Academic Honesty:
Students will not be allowed to talk during tests or quizzes. Students who do will have their tests confiscated and receive a zero for the test. Copying, plagiarism, academic theft or dishonesty will be handled according to the McCook Central School Handbook. 

Late Assignments: 
Without a valid excuse, any assignment not turned in on time is a late assignment. Late assignments will be docked 10% of its total possible points per day, holidays and weekends excluded. So if a 40 pt Lab Report was due on Tuesday, you will receive 36 pts if you turn it in on Wednesday and 32 pts if you turn it in on Thursday. It does not matter if our next class will not meet until Thursday. 

Important Note:

I strongly encourage you to collaborate and assist each other.  However, that assistance should be the sharing of knowledge, NOT the sharing of work.  I encourage you to work together with each other in completing homework assignments with the understanding that you need to strive to gain an understanding of the concepts.  Simply copying someone else’s homework will NOT prepare you for the exams.

Help Sessions:
I will be available prior to school from 7:45 – 8:15 and after school from 3:30 – 4:30.  If you’d like to see me at another time feel free to contact me and set up a time.  
I have also provided my email and the school phone number on the front of this syllabus. So if you get stuck on any assignment, feel free to email or call. No calls after 10:00pm.

PASSING THIS COURSE IS A REQUIREMENT FOR GRADUATION!!!!
